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FENWAY PARK TO HOST SOCCER MATCH BETWEEN CELTIC FOOTBALL CLUB AND SPORTING CLUBE de PORTUGAL

Match between legendary Scottish Premier League team and top Liga Sagres futebol club to take place July 21


BOSTON, MA – Perennial Scottish Premier League contender Celtic Football Club will take on the storied Portuguese futebol club Sporting Clube de Portugal at Fenway Park on July 21, 2010 at 8:00 p.m.  The first ever Fenway Football Challenge is being made possible by Mayor Thomas M. Menino and the City of Boston, Celtic F.C., Sporting C.P., the Boston Red Sox, and Fenway Sports Group.  Initial match sponsors include Bank of America, Budweiser, Foxwoods Resort and Casino, Gulf Oil, Lumber Liquidators and Nike.

“I'm excited to welcome Celtic F.C. and Sporting C.P. to Boston for their exhibition soccer match at Fenway Park,” said Boston Mayor Thomas M. Menino. “Soccer is a global game and this match will provide another opportunity to showcase Boston as a truly global city attracting fans from around the world and highlighting the people, culture, and local businesses that make our city so special.  Both teams have many loyal supporters throughout our city and I look forward to this matchup with great anticipation.”

Tickets will range from $20 - $120, and will go on sale at noon on Tuesday, June 22, 2010 at www.tickets.com/footballatfenway<http://www.tickets.com/footballatfenway>.  The match between the two renowned football clubs will be broadcast live on NESN (New England Sports Network) throughout New England.  Plans for broadcast outside the New England market will be announced in the coming weeks.

“During its 98-year history, Fenway Park has been privileged to witness some of the best in athletic competition, not only in baseball, but in football, boxing and most recently in hockey with the 2010 NHL Winter Classic.  This match is a tremendous opportunity to highlight some of the top talent in the soccer world, and we want to thank Celtic F.C. and Sporting C.P. for bringing the sport here for the first time in over 40 years,” said Sam Kennedy, EVP/COO of the Boston Red Sox and President of Fenway Sports Group.  “The Red Sox ownership group, led by John Henry, Tom Werner, and Larry Lucchino, have been committed to promoting all that is good and unique about Fenway Park, and this match presents an exciting opportunity to showcase the ballpark to an international audience.  As the world celebrates football with the 2010 World Cup, the Fenway Football Challenge will provide New Englanders the opportunity to witness two international clubs - each with a rich heritage and a passionate regional fan base.”

“We are excited to serve as the television home for this historic event at Fenway. This is a unique opportunity to bring New England soccer fans a top-caliber international soccer match during a World Cup year,” said Sean McGrail, NESN’s President and CEO. “It’s also a great fit for NESN since we will be televising this game from our home ballpark. We expect the game will be a big hit with the region’s soccer fans.”

Celtic Football Club is based in the Parkhead area of Glasgow, and currently plays in the Scottish Premier League.  The club was established in 1887, and played its first game in 1888. Celtic has won the Scottish championship on 42 occasions, most recently in the 2007/08 season, and the Scottish Cup 34 times. Celtic's home stadium is Celtic Park, the biggest football stadium in Scotland, with a capacity of 60,832.  The club's traditional playing colors are green and white hooped shirts with white shorts and white socks.  In 1967, Celtic became the first British team, and only Scottish team, to win the European Cup.  In April 2008 the club was estimated to have a fan base of nine million people, including one million in North America.  In 2003, more than 80,000 Celtic fans travelled to Seville to support the team in the UEFA Cup Final match.  For their superior behavior during the match, Celtic fans received special acknowledgement from UEFA and FIFA, including the FIFA Fair Play Award.  Celtic previously played at Fenway Park on May 30, 1931, where they were defeated by the New York Yankees of the American Soccer League.

“We are delighted once again to be visiting Boston, a city which has welcomed the Club and its supporters on many occasions.  Boston is a place which enjoys a great connection with Celtic Football Club and is somewhere which is held very fondly in the hearts of our supporters,” said Celtic Chief Executive Peter Lawwell.  “We would like to thank Mayor Menino, the Boston Red Sox, Fenway Sports Group and of course, the people of the city of Boston for again hosting the Club and our supporters.  As is always the Celtic way, we hope through this visit to make many more new friends in Boston. We are sure our meeting against Sporting C.P. will be a great match and we are very much looking forward to a fantastic occasion. We know our supporters from across the United States and Canada and even beyond will travel to the match in great numbers and we are sure they will join Sporting supporters in an occasion which demonstrates all that is great about football, in one of the world's finest cities.”

Sporting C.P., often referred to as “Sporting”, currently plays in the Liga Sagres in Portugal.  Established in 1906, Sporting has won 18 national championship titles and 15 national cups, while also appearing in UEFA Champions League matches 17 times, and in 8 UEFA Cup Winners' Cup matches.  Sporting’s home stadium is the Estádio José Alvalade in Portugal’s capital city of Lisbon, and supporters and players of the club are nicknamed Leões (Lions). Since its formation, Sporting has had six badges, all of which have included the color green and the lion.  Sporting is one of the Portuguese teams with the most “house clubs” (houses represent the club in a particular region of the country or outside the country), with more than 200 official houses and more than 100,000 club members. It boasts more than 3 million fans worldwide.

Said Paulo Costinha, Sporting Lisbon Football Director, “It’s an honour to be invited to such a prestigious match.  Sporting is always proud to travel abroad to represent this Portuguese centenary institution, particularly against an opponent with a rich history in football, such as Celtic F.C. in Glasgow. We thank the Mayor of Boston, the Boston Red Sox and Fenway Sports Group for this invitation.”

The July 21, 2010 match will mark the 19th soccer game played on the grounds of Fenway Park.  The last time soccer was played at the ballpark was on July 9, 1968 when the Boston Beacons faced Santos F.C. from Brazil and their star player, the soccer legend Pele.
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‘FOOTBALL AT FENWAY’ TO AIR LIVE ON NEW ENGLAND SPORTS NETWORK (NESN), FOX SOCCER CHANNEL, AND FOX SPORTS EN ESPAÑOL

BOSTON, MA – Football at Fenway, the Wednesday, July 21 soccer match between perennial Scottish Premier League contender Celtic F.C. and the storied Portuguese futbol club Sporting Clube de Portugal, will air live on the New England Sports Network (NESN) to viewers throughout New England, nationally through Fox Soccer Channel, and Fox Sports en Español, and internationally on Fox Sports in Latin America and Fox Sports World Canada as the first soccer match to take place at Fenway Park in over 40 years.


“We are grateful to our partners at NESN for once again stepping up to produce and broadcast yet another high profile event from Fenway Park and to the Fox family of networks for giving this anticipated match international, multi-lingual exposure,” said Sam Kennedy, Fenway Sports Group President and Boston Red Sox EVP/COO.  “NESN’s world class production capabilities will allow fans around the world to enjoy this special event in High Definition.  Earlier this year NESN’s versatility allowed us to distribute ‘Frozen Fenway,’ the first ever outdoor college hockey double-header at Fenway Park, around the country.  Now, thanks to them, millions of soccer fans around the globe will be able to watch the Beautiful Game from America’s Most Beloved Ballpark.”



NESN will begin its live soccer coverage immediately following the broadcast of the Boston Red Sox-Oakland Athletics match up.  A half-hour pre-game show hosted by Tom Caron will start at 7:30 pm ET from Yawkey Way outside Fenway Park, with kickoff at 8 p.m.  The halftime programming will also originate from Yawkey Way.  Former World Cup commentator and NESN analyst Jack Edwards will do the broadcast play-by-play, to be simulcast on Fox Soccer Channel (match only).  Additional members of the broadcast team will be announced at a later date.



"The fan frenzy over the World Cup proves that this is the ideal time to bring soccer to Fenway Park,” said Joel Feld, NESN Executive Producer.  “NESN has the best sports fans in the country and this will be a special event for us."



The first ever Fenway Football Challenge is being made possible by Mayor Thomas M. Menino and the City of Boston, Celtic F.C., Sporting C.P., the Boston Red Sox, and Fenway Sports Group.  Tickets for the July 21 match can be purchased online www.tickets.com/footballatfenway<http://www.tickets.com/footballatfenway>.

“We are proud to partner with Fenway Sports Group and NESN to showcase this anticipated match, live to soccer fans across America,” said David Nathanson, General Manager of Fox Soccer Channel. “As the premier year-round soccer destination in the U.S., the Celtic-Sporting showdown will be a tantalizing addition to our lineup of top-class international competitions, staged in a unique, historic venue.”

The July 21, 2010 match will mark the 19th soccer game played on the grounds of Fenway Park.  The last time soccer was played at the ballpark was on July 9, 1968 when the Boston Beacons faced Santos F.C. from Brazil and their star player, the soccer legend Pele.


About Fenway Sports Group (FSG)

FSG is a wholly owned subsidiary of New England Sports Ventures (NESV). In addition to Fenway Sports Group, NESV owns the Boston Red Sox, Fenway Park, and 80 percent of New England Sports Network. A premier sports-management organization headquartered in Boston, FSG specializes in representation, sponsorship sales, and strategic marketing consulting for corporations who conduct business in sports and entertainment. For more information please visit www.FenwaySportsGroup.com<http://www.fenwaysportsgroup.com/>.


About New England Sports Network (NESN)

The New England Sports Network (NESN) is owned by the Boston Red Sox and Boston Bruins and delivered to over 4 million homes throughout the six-state New England region and nationally via DirecTV and Dish Network. The definitive source for New England sports programming, NESN has been the top rated regional sports network in the country the past 6 years and was the first regional sports network in the country to originate every game and studio show in high definition.

About Fox Soccer Channel

Fox Soccer Channel offers the most comprehensive coverage of world-class soccer available in the United States, serving as the primary television destination for coverage of England’s Barclays Premier League and the UEFA Champions League. Matches from Major League Soccer, Italy’s Serie A, Women’s Professional Soccer and the Australian Hyundai A-League are also featured prominently, in addition to such global tournaments as the English FA Cup, FIFA Club World Cup and CONCACAF Champions League™.  The Official Broadcast Partner of the United States Youth Soccer Association, Fox Soccer Channel also televises the United Soccer Leagues and NCAA Division I college men’s and women’s soccer. The Nielsen-rated channel, available to service providers in high-definition, reaches more than 36 million cable and satellite households nationwide.  For more information, visit America’s most visited online soccer destination at foxsoccer.com<http://www.foxsoccer.com/>.



About Fox Sports en Español

Reaching more than 18 million cable and satellite households in the country, of which almost 6 million are U.S. Hispanic, Fox Sports en Español is the leader in Spanish-language sports media. FSE features premier soccer programming with exclusive coverage of Fútbol Liga Mexicana, Barclays Premier League, Italian Serie A, UEFA Champions League, Copa Libertadores and Copa Sudamericana; coverage of the Major League Baseball regular season, All-Star Game, National League Championship Series and World Series; championship boxing, UFC® and mixed-martial arts across four compelling media platforms. Boasting more than 2,100 hours of live and exclusive programming, a robust web site brimming with streaming video and portable content from FSE Móvil, FSE is the first name in the U.S. Hispanic sports space.

Fox Sports en Español, a network within the Fox Sports Media  Group, is distributed by Fox Networks Group and operated by Fox Pan American Sports LLC, an international sports programming and production entity jointly owned by HM Capital Partners, LLC and News Corporation’s (NASDAQ: NWS, NWSA; ASX: NWS, NWSLV) Fox Sports International. For more information, visit Fox Sports en Español online at www.foxsportsla.msn.com<http://www.foxsportsla.msn.com/>.
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